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From t he P Arothér greatréunion isin
the books! Well done, George & Mary! The
tours to One World Trade Center, the Tear of
Grief Memorial on Harbor View Park (formerly
MOTBY), Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island were
wonderfull The DJ at Saturday’s banquet was
fantastic. My grandkids now have a couple of
glow lights to play with that were given to us from
DJ Jon at the banquet.

With the officer elections over and Ron stepping
down as President, it seems | have “big shoes”
to filll Ron told me, “give me a call when you
have a need.” | think I've called him once or
twice. He will say it was more like five or six
times, but then who’s counting?

One minor change since this year’'s business
meeting is to streamline the “dues system.” All
dues will be mailed to the Treasurer, George
Kaiser, so your checks won’t have to be mailed a
second time; hopefully, eliminating a long return
period. VP/Membership Chairman, Tom Stachel-
ski, will now mail membership cards out. Mark
Rucker, Chaplain, and Dorothy Hodnichak,
Newsletter Editor, have graciously volunteered to
remain in their present positions. Thank you!

2017 Reuni on: -S®edteamble

i |Joy & | are planning another trip at the end of

October to work on menus, tours and entertain-

ment. | had better get this done soon because
Ron has the 2018 reunion almost completed.
The rest of you can think about the 2019 Sitkin
reunion. You have plenty of time!

P. S. Passpoifsunpkederdt o ¢
That will do it for this time. | hear the recliner calling!
New f Nmde to report at

Jim Dunno, President

Vice President6s Wamdus
rently working on the 2016 Reunion Website up-
date. It should be ready to go by the Holidays.

As Webmaster, my succession plan is to create
a working environment for my daughter, Christy,
bringing her up-to-speed on the Website up-
dates. Christy is a “computer wizard” and will be
introduced to the Sitkin Website soon.

Tom Stachel ski, Vi ce P
Chairman & Webmaster
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Secr et ar y The efficery etected by As-
sociation members for 2016 - 2017:

President: Jim Dunno

Vice President: Thomas Stachelski
Secretary: Joseph Rios

Treasurer: George Kaiser

Chaplain: Mark Rucker (appointed)
Newsletter: Dorothy Hodnichak (appointed)

Thank you to all the Association members for
electing Jim Dunno as the new President of the
Association, and the new VP, Membership Chair-
man & Webmaster, Thomas Stachelski. | hope
to see everybody next year in Buffalo, NY.

t i meéNedad lower numbers than | expected,
but that's okay. Those of us that were here had
ORI Ysgal great time; I'll sum it up like this:

Day #1: Put 68 people in a bus, take them to
lower Manhattan, release them to the streets,
visit the 9/11 Memorial and try to gather them by
the tallest building in the USA.

Day #2: Put those same 68 people on a bus.
Take them to M TBY Watch them wander

8rouhd wherd Ths gf them spent their time as a

Sailor have a memorial service to remember
e .veteran .Sailors we lost in 2015. Leave
ﬁPB‘YSfor hé 18&tue.” Go for a boat ride to

one of the Grand Symbols of the Republic.

Day #3: Gather 68 people in the grand ballroom

ofPthe hY)\é't ﬁo?ep d have an awesome time

consisting of food, friendship, music, dancing,
etc.

Day #4: Farewell breakfast and sadly, go home.

You should have been there! Therein lies my
request. Since my first reunion in 2000, I've
come to the realization that | just am not getting
any younges. nTihe Sailpre Irgpeat A &mpnths with
on the Great Sitkin helped to shape my young

November

Joe Rios, Secretary
Greetings f r olkaryRedp &adihe 3 :
pleasure of hosting the 2016 reunion in NJ. I'd

like to reflect on the reunion. As defined in an
Internet dictionary, a reunionis “A s oci al
ing attended by members
people who have not seen

C


mailto:joe.rios@ucsf.edu

life from 1969 to 1971. Other Sitkin Sail-
ors had similar experiences. We all
shared the same passion for another
grand lady, the USS Great Sitkin. The
Association goes through much effort
and expense each year to put on a reun-
ion for the crew. We are the envy of
many retired military. Look for the letter
from Ron Campa, a Sailor who didn’t
serve on the Great Sitkin, but was a De-
stroyer man (Tin Can Sailor) who bene-
fitted from our ample supply of bombs
and bullets. He and his lovely wife,
Vera, came to our reunion and had more
fun than many of us put together.

President Jim Dunno and his First Lady,
Joy, are hosting our gathering in Buffalo,
NY next September. Like the definition

says: Peopl e who have
ot her i n .alert’youychancen
BE THERE! Please......

George Kaiser, Tred
The Chapl ai n @esod Day itor
all of you.”

It was good to see all our friends again in
NJ this year. What a tremendous job
George & Mary did in putting together
this reunion. | believe this was one of
the best reunions we've ever had! We
all had a great time.

We met some new friends this year:
Ron & Vera Campa. Ron was a “Tin
Can” Sailor and spent time on the USS
Frontier (AD-25) and the USS John Bar-
ton, (DD-722). They were really im-
pressed with the way they were received
by our folks and the friendliness and
kindness they were shown. They are
already making plans to be in Buffalo
next year. It's always good to hear other
folks comment on how they were treated
by the Sitkin people.

There is a scripture in Pr over bs
that says A" A  man t hat h
mu st shew hi ms el think
we did well on that this year. Let’s plan
on bringing a smile back next year and

making more new friends!

It was sad to see Ron Zimmerman step
down as President. We will miss his
leadership, but | believe Jim Dunno will
do just fine in leading the Association.
Let’s all get behind him and support him.

It was good to have Don & Patti McClane
with us again. | would like to encourage
more of our shipmates that served on
board during the late 60’s and 70’s plan
on coming to Buffalo next year. | would
like to see many of you there.

Well, it is time to move on. Let's keep

thase familigs dny,our prayers that have

lost a loved one who sailed aboard the

reat Sitkin.
slhgnrqer Roll Updat e:
Robert J. Bugay H

er :
May the Lord Bless and Keep You.

Mar k Rucker, Chapl a

Comments from Wélad &
wonderful time in NJ/NYC! In addition to
the Sitkin people, we had 15 guests at-
tending. That’s a record for guests!

We had two Sitkin couples attending our
reunion for the first time! Wiliam &
Mathilda Miller and Frank & Ramah Lee
Peralta. Bill Miller, SH2, was a Sitkin
Sailor serving during the years of 1967 -
1970. Frank Peralta, SFP3, served on
the Sitkin from 1966 - 1967. I'm sure
they enjoyed themselves as we certainly
enjoyed having them. Ramah Lee is
quite a dancer. You couldn’t keep her off

the dance floor!

Bolb & Dighd Veit came back after a sev-
ad-year dbsence.n @heir last reunions
fweré & n1896 Y New London, CT) and
2009 (Boston, MA). The last time we
saw John Shade was in 2000
(Cleveland, OH). John came back this
year with his lady, Judy Silverthorn.
What nice people! We sincerely hope to
see all of them again next year! Every-
one who has yet to attend one of our
reunions: It's never too late. | guarantee
you will have the time of your life!

Dorothy Hodni chak, E c
George received the
from guests, Ron & Ve

George:
“Enclosed please find our check in the

amount of $100 for your Ve t e r @Qutd-s

reach P.r ¥ogrs & the only pro-
gram we know of where all the money
actually goes to the veterans that are in
Ne€d. dVE @re both so happy to be able
to do this. We want to report how won-
derful your group of Great Sitkin Sailors
are and to thank you for allowing us to
benincluded on your New Jersey/NYC
trip.

%He SHIps | served on were: the USS
Frontier (AD-25), Long Beach CA and
the USS Barton (DD-722), Norfolk, VA.
My time in the Navy was from July 1958
to June 1962. Again, “thank you!”

Ron & Vera Campa

Ron really is “one of us.” His second
ship, the Barton, received underway re-
plenishment from the Great Sitkin in Oc-
tober 1951 and again in January & Feb-
ruary 1962. Ron would have been on
the Barton for the 1962 Servicing.

George Kaiser,

S hi p ma tTieese:past four years have taught this old goat something about life; it is short and can change
at any given moment, spoiling plans we may have made in our minds. It taught me that we really are not 18,
19, or 20 years old anymore, and we really are not as “Bullet Proof”’ as we used to think. It has taught me that
as we get older, we really do need to “Stop & Smell the Roses.” We need to do things that put a smile on our
faces, give us a good chuckle that uplifts our spirit. We need to see old friends and make new ones. As Sail-
ors, we really need to relive our younger days and revisit the FOND memories we have of them. Yes, maybe
we need to remember those days that we are not so fond of - remembering all the days that were long and

hard.

| cannot begin to tell you the enjoyment | have gotten from being a member of the finest Association for shipmates that

served on the same ship, even though we did not serve on her at the same time. The memories the annual reunions created
and the new friends | made will be with me for the rest of my life. For that, | am blessed and grateful.

To those shipmates that attend the reunions on a regular basis: Keep attending and keep the camaraderie we created alive
and strong. For those shipmates who have never attended a reunion or have not attended one in a while - get off your back-
sides and G Obefore it is too late to do so, and you end up regretting not having attended. You can never get back what you
missed, and you will never forget how much enjoyment you received by attending one of our reunions.

See you in Buffalo!

Ron Zi mmer man,

Treast

Presic
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Sailor Comments on the 9 & 10 February 1954 Stor m:

“The ship changed course south and then southwest in order to keep the swells from the storm on our starboard bow from
0800 on the ninth to 0800 on the 11th. The ship was taken 170 miles south of its course and about 300 miles further west
than our anticipated 110800 position by direct winds were recorded up to 50 knots and were so strong the anemometer blew
away.

Swells were between 25 and 30 feet, sea was 15 to 20 feet. One roll of 53° was recorded officially in the ship’s log. The
course change took us out of the dangerous semicircle of the storm, and the storm finally passed to the north of us. At the
time the storm passed, its radius was 1,200 miles with winds of 70 miles and more were recorded near its center.”

Vince Al baneéb

“How close the ship came to capsizing during the storm - a 53° roll. Mike Hodnichak and | were aboard then. With help from

>

the Above, the Captain righted the ship.” Ed Wesol oski-65@MS

“It was a super bad storm! The ship’s anemometer, which measures the wind speed, was ripped right out of the deck from
the waves. Thirty-foot posts that were welded to the decks were ripped off and rolling around. Many Sailors were sick. The
bunks had to be in a 45° angle. The tables and trays in the mess hall were sliding back and forth. Splatter was all over. This
was a “bad-ass” storm. We were not allowed on deck because of the large waves coming over. The storm lasted 48 hours.
The Captain said if he had not gone off course, the ship would have rolled over. We were young, but not scared. After the

storm, we had to go to Naples, Italy, for repairs.” Ron Berg, GOVBVBS,,

Joe Theisend5BM3Joldnd LK-&I5I5y, WaNt ed5 Cadb4onDomE€R, clO5ndéb

“While | was on the Sitkin, | remember occasionally having ammunition on deck at night for rearming another ship the follow-
ing day and the deck crew having to wrestle a few large bombs that would work loose and need to again be shored up. In
the fall of 1964, we traveled to the North Atlantic for a NATO exercise. We tracked along with a hurricane and took some
heavy rolls. | was junior officer at the deck and had to move from one side of the bridge to the other because | was sea sick.
| could throw up vertically on the side of the ship that was closest to the water. There was talk after that night that we had
taken a few heavy rolls. The engineers had to weld up a section of the hull just forward of the chief's quarters that had split.”
Gene McNeil l-§6

“l cannot add anything to the 53° roll story except to say that it would scare the hell out of me! Can you imagine trying to
coral loose bombs and other ammunition during weather that resulted in such a roll? | am sure many Sailors had been badly
hurt trying to restore order before something explodes or comes flying out a hole punched in the side.”

Richard Hatf i-é6
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HI STORY OF USS GREAT)S| TKANIAEGAE

I nternational Radi o Cal l
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(' Ship's hoistflagsN U I D)

The USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) a design C2-S-AJ1 type cargo vessel of the U.S. Maritime Commission,
was built by the North Carolina Shipbuilding Company at Wilmington, North Carolina in early 1945.
When accepted by the U.S. Navy, she was converted into a Navy ammunition ship at the Charleston Na-
val Shipyard, Charleston, South Carolina. In accordance with Navy policy and tradition, the vessel was
named the “GREAT SITKIN” after a volcano in the Aleutian Islands and was assigned the hull number of
AE-17.

On 11 August 1945, the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) was placed in full commission as a Navy ammunition
ship, with appropriate ceremonies, at the Charleston Naval Shipyard, Charleston, South Carolina; and
Lieutenant Commander William F. Smith, U.S.N.R., assumed command. Succeeding Commanding Of-
ficers have been of the grade of Captain, U.S. Navy.

On 31 August 1945, the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) reported to Commander Task Group 23.8 for shake-
down training. This training was completed and the departure inspection held on 21 September 1945;
after which the vessel then proceeded to the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, Virginia, for post-
shakedown availability. On 2 October 1945, she reported to Commander Service Force, U.S. Atlantic
Fleet, for active duty.

From October 1945 to date, the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) has served as a unit of the Service Force,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet employed in the logistic support of fleet and shore-based activities in continental
United States and overseas. Operating independently and with fleet units, she has steamed many thou-
sands of miles in the North Atlantic, Caribbean, Northern European and Mediterranean waters and has
been a frequent visitor in the major and minor ports of those areas.

In recognition of services performed, the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) is authorized to display on her bridge
structure replicas of the service ribbons of the following awards: American Area Campaign Medal,
World War Il Victory Medal, Navy Occupation Service Medal (Europe), and the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal.

The USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) has an overall length of 459 feet, a beam of 63 feet, a speed of 16 knots
and a normal load displacement of 12,000 tons. Her home yard is the Boston Naval Shipyard at Boston,
Massachusetts; and her home port is New York, New York.

Prepared and stenciled onrlMmoaond 2U2S SFeGrrewaar ySilt kK54 b yAEV

Note The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal & the Viet |
added after 1954,



USS Great Sitkin & Crew - 1960 - 1970’s
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MM2 Mark Rucker ?? Snipe BT3 James Dunno, ??, BT3 Thomas LTJG John Jacobs & LTJG Richard Hatfield
berthing compartment -’72 Routzahn - After boiler firesides - '71 check the electrical industrial truck - '65

SECL offiCE

i1 BT3 Ed Herbst., ) , ENS Ed O’Brien - '65
Front, YN3 Manning; Back L - R: SN BT1 Booker Williams - 71
Swiecicki, SN Stachelski, BM3 Heburn,
BM3 Donath, BM3 Bryant, SN Meade

CDR. Robert Buchwald
C.0. Jul'72 - Mar'73

SSN Tim McCarty
SK3 Ron Zimmerman
Carnival - Monte Carlo Nov. ‘72

L - R: DC2 Fred Ausemus, MM3 Tom Avellone, HT2 Ed Hart,

MM2 John Henry, SFM2 Ron Marto, BT3 Bill Routzann,

BT3 Arthur House, BT2 Clyde Pierce, "Saint" Saint-Germain,

SF2 Paul Dellorco - Port Liberty Section Eng. Dept. SN Wayne Keech - '72 Liberty in Japan - ‘68
August 1969 - Piraeus, Greece
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USS Great 4i7t)k iArs s(oA&Ehaitpéosn St or e Ordam
Na me Phone:

Addr ess: City, State, Zip: Shipdés Ball C
Bal | <Palpss each NoteA Where Bizesiage indicated, please circle the size/sizes you want. Blue Solid Back: Blue

USS Great Sitkin Ball Caps (solid back) Quantity: N

USS Great Sitkin AE17 Ball Caps (solid back) Quantity:

USS Ship Name & Silhouette Caps (mesh back) Quantity: (& e y

Shirts: Si zes i /)('

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Blue - $25 M L XL XXL Quantity: Polo Shirts

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Gray - $25 M L XL XXL Quantity: Menés and Ladi
USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Pink - $25 S M L XL Quantity: Navy blue, Grey, PB%5 each

USS Great Sitkin Ship’s Picture T-Shirt - $18 S M L XL XXL Quantity: (Navy blue not shown)
USS Great Sitkin Ship’s Picture Sweatshirt $25 L XL XXL Quantity:
Jacket/ Hoodi e:

USS Great Sitkin All Weather Hooded Zip-Front Jacket - Blue

Shipds Picture

T-Shirts $18 each
Sweat Shirt$25 each

(Note: Jackets are on special order) $45 M L XL XXL Quantity: F;ROUDLY"S"ERVWG

Back of shirt has picture,
Aluminum wat &0 bottl es: Quantity: HoiS ey Cront has Ship

All prices include postage.
Please make check or money orderouttoUSS Gr eat di7t)k iArs s(cAE at

All orders should be sentto: USS Great Sitkin Association
clo George Kaiser
311 Oak Lane
Glenolden, PA 19036

Note: D O N @dlude your “Dues” payment in with your Ship Store Order
They need to be separate checks or money orders.

Questions about Ship’s Store items can be E-mailed to: ae17dc3@verizon.net All Weather Jacket Aluminum Water Bottle
Navy Blue, $45each  $10 each
DEADLI NE FOR CHRI STMAS MAI LI NG: D E C E MB E Riackels are 8peclabOrder)

USS Great 4i7t)kiArmrs s(AMeantbiean Appl i cation & Rene

USS Great -BTY kAssdq®@iEati on Acttiwe Membershitmgtus -1h) t Aes &JSiSa(
to all crBPwemeamber $20. 00 per year and are used to cowadmihhs
tive and otTthher mexmpemsds p year is 1 January through 3 1meDmbceerr
paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expir
Payment of dues is not required to participate i nveanMe mlbdri
tices pertaining to dues wil!/ b eA cptoisvt ee dMeomb et rhse m\esbts ith@ev te hagnhd
meeting each year in order to retain their status and el i gi
To become an Active Memberl79f Assbei 6850 repte&sekcaomplA&Et e
along with a check made payable to the:
USS Great -1IS71)t kAsns AiEat i on, cl o George Kaiser, 311 \
USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Member Application & Renewal Form
Name: _ ____ ____________________Maid\ :
Address: e
City, State, Zip: _ _ _ _
Dates Served Aboard: .~ Appli dati Renbaviaé:
Amount S$bmitted: _ __ [ [ 11 22087 YRR( 6@ 200P))YR
[ | Pl ease send me a copy of the Constitution and Byl

comments: __



