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From the President:  Thank you everybody 
who came to the reunion this year!  We had 
more members attend than in the past few years. 
This was GREAT! Hope to keep it going next 
year in Columbus, Georgia. For those of you who 
couldnôt make it, you missed a good time, and I 
hope youôre all in good health for the next reun-
ion. It went well.   Joy and I only misplaced two 
members and lost one this year during our reun-
ion trips.  (This has to be a new record)!  
 
I would like to thank Pat Pasquarella and John 
Glenn for taking pictures and standing in for Dor-
othy while she is recuperating from, as she puts 
it, ñfried feet.ò  
 
We added Ron Campa as an honorary member 
to the Association. Ron is a Navy veteran who 
has attended our reunions before.  He tells sto-
ries like the rest of us, and you all have taken in 
Ron and his wife, Vera, as one of our own. 
 
Now that the 25th reunion is over, Joy and I have 
begun to focus more on building our new home 
in Johnstown. Hopefully, we will be in the home 
by June. Grandkids are involved in cross coun-
try, volleyball, basketball, and one is even doing 
a İ marathon. 
 
Whatôs up next for the Association you ask?  Ron 
Zimmerman will be hosting the 2018 reunion in 
Columbus, Georgia. It was discussed a few 
years ago that the Association help the member-
ship by reducing costs in some way or another. 
The Board voted to reduce the cost per person 
by $20 with the money coming from the general 
fund. For 2018, the reunion package will be re-
duced from $145 to $125 per person.  Looking 
forward to seeing you all again! 
 
With one year as president under my belt, I ex-
pect next year to go even better.  Thatôs all for 
now. 
 
New finds:  Robert Riehle, FN ô71 - ô73 
 
                    Welcome aboard, Shipmate!  
            
Jim Dunno, President 
 
Vice Presidentôs Words of Wisdom:  Hello all! 
 
Our current membership (2018+) is at 51 mem-
bers.  If last year is any indication, I suspect we 

will see an influx right after the new year when 
2018 membership dues are owed.  The Website 
is stable.  I will be posting the reunion pictures as 
soon as I receive them.  Once posting is com-
pleted, I will begin looking for new members. 
  
Tom Stachelski, Vice President 
                                                                                
Secretary Report:  Another successful reunion 
in Buffalo, New York!  A special thanks to Jim & 
Joy Dunno and all the others that helped make 
this a successful 25th reunion! 
   
Elected officers by the membership for 2017 -2018: 
 
President:   Jim  Dunno 
Vice President:   Tom Stachelski  
Secretary:  Joseph Rios 
Treasurer:  George Kaiser  
Chaplain:  Mark Rucker (Appointed ) 
Newsletter:  Dorothy Hodnichak (Appointed) 
 
Special congratulations go to Ron Campa as an 
honorary member to the Great Sitkin Associa-
tion. 
 
Just an update in my neck of the woods in North-
ern California:  In the month of October, we had 
fires in Santa Rosa, Napa, Sonoma, and other 
parts north. We had to evacuate to hospitals dur-
ing that time.  I'm happy to say as of last week, 
they're up and running to meet the needs of the 
community. We shall all pray for others who 
might need our help now and in the coming days. 
 
In closing, I would like to wish everybody a safe 
winter; and hopefully, we will all meet again at 
the next reunion. Go in peace.  
  
Joseph Rios, Secretary   
 
Greetings from Repair 3:  For all of you who 
missed the September reunion in Buffalo, NY, 
you missed a great time!  It was awesome!  
There was so much to do in Buffalo and the Falls 
area, in addition to the planned activities.  We 
had a great turnout, one of the best in years!  
Thank you, Jim and Joy!   
 
Letôs do this again in Columbus, Georgia in Sep-
tember 2018! 
 
George Kaiser, Treasurer 

           01 November 2017 
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The Chaplainôs Corner:  ñGood Day to 
all of you.ò   
 
What a great time we had in Buffalo this 
year!  This was my first time there.  I was 
pleasantly surprised with everything to 
do in Buffalo and the Niagara Falls area.  
What a great job Jim and Joy did in set-
ting up the reunion!  On Sunday, Patsy 
and I stopped by and saw Dorothy on    
our way  to the reunion.  We had a great 
visit.  She is healing from her accident 
and getting around okay.  We sure 
missed her this year, but she was in all 
our hearts. 
 
Pat Pasquarella was asked to be the 
official photographer this year.  He sure 
did his best to fill that job.  The pictures 
are wonderful!  I thought we had a great 
turnout, and we are looking forward to a 
few more shipmates joining us in Colum-
bus, Georgia, next year.  It should be a 
little warmer than in Buffalo, NY. 
 
We were all saddened to hear of the 
passing of Catherine Huzinec.  She was 
a lovely lady and friend to all.  Letôs keep 
Nick in our prayers.   
 
Well, itôs time to move on.  Letôs keep 
those families in our prayers that have 
lost a loved one who sailed aboard the 
Great Sitkin. 

Honor Roll Update: 
 
     Richard E. Hatfield, LTJG, ó62 - ó65 
     Larry Zarek, LCDR, ó71 
 
Spouse Honor Roll: 
 
      Catherine Huzinec,  
                          (Wife of Nick Huzinec) 
 
May the Lord Bless and Keep You.   
 
Mark Rucker, Chaplain 
 
2018 Reunion Update: 
 
I know, I know! We just finished a really 
great reunion, and here I am already 
stumping for 2018é..This is just a short 
note to let you know that everything is in 
place for next year. Dates will be:  
 
September 19th to September 23rd in 
Columbus, Georgia ï home to Fort 
Benning and the U.S. Army Airborne and 
Ranger Training.  We have tours 
planned to see Andersonville Civil War 
POW Camp and the National POW/MIA 
Museum one day and Fort Benning and 
the National Infantry Museum the 2

nd
 

day.  Both tours include lunch.  Of 
course, we will also have a patio BBQ 
and the annual Reunion Banquet. 
   
We are also making a change on ñwhat 
to wearò to the banquet.  It will be busi-

ness casual for the guys.  If you donôt 
want to wear a suit, wear a collared shirt 
and slacks.  For the ladies, similar attire.   
 
Details and Registration Forms will be in 
the next newsletter.  Itôs never too early 
to start making your plans to attend and 
saving your pennies! 
 
See you in Georgia! 
 
Ron & Sally Zimmerman,  Reunion Hosts 

 
Comments from the Editor:  Due to a  
cooking accident at the beginning of Ju-
ly, I was unable to attend this yearôs re-
union. Thank you, everyone, for the 
many cards, letters, E-mails, phone calls, 
and visits wishing me well.  
  
I was honored by a visit from Mark & 
Patsy Rucker on their way to Buffalo.  
The next day, Labor Day, Jim & Joy 
Dunno stopped by see me on their way 
to the reunion.  It sure made me feel 
special!   
 
A great big thanks to Pat Pasquarella, 
2017 official photographer, and John 
Glenn, for taking hundreds of photos at 
the reunion.  They both did a wonderful 
job!   I really missed everyone.  Thank 
you, all of you, for caring.   
  
Dorothy Hodnichak, Editor 

   

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) along side another ship 



 Alexander K. Paszly, LT  Aboard the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17)  ó63 - ó65 
 
 I entered the Officer Candidate School (OCS) in Newport Rhode Island right out of college in August 1959 
 and  retired as Captain in November 1989 completing just over 30 years of active duty service. 

 
I left Hungary in August 1946 to rejoin my father, a U.S. Army WWII veteran, and my new stepmother in South 
Bend, Indiana.  For the sake of brevity, I wonôt go into the total story but to say that I am an American citizen af-
ter my father, who was born in South Bend.  Obviously, I couldnôt speak a word of English, but I had the good 
fortune to have a new stepsister who spoke some Hungarian.  We were both ten years old, so the school put us 
in the same classroom, and she was extremely helpful in getting me started.  After a few months, when the 
teachers saw that I was able to understand, they put her in another class and left me on my own.  One reason I 
picked up the English language so quickly was because my stepmother tutored me every day after school.  She 
made me read to her, helped me to pronounce the English words correctly, and then translate to her in Hungari-
an what I read.  Between my new mother and the wonderful teachers in school, I quickly thrived in my new 
world.  
 
Living in South Bend, the home of The University of Notre Dame (the Fighting Irish), I was naturally drawn to 
Notre Dame.  I was fortunate in getting accepted; and in 1959, I received a degree in Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration.  Following Notre Dame, I attended the Naval Officers Candidate School in Rhode Island and was 
commissioned as Ensign, 1105, USNR.  I also graduated from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
During my 30 years of active duty, I served in various afloat and ashore staff assignments.  My first afloat duty 
was as Boiler and Main Engine Division Officer aboard the USS MIDWAY (CVA-41).  I transferred to the Supply 
Corps in 1963 and had two afloat tours as Supply Officer on the USS GREAT SITKIN (AE-17) and the USS 
LEXINGTON (CVT-17).  My ashore tours included:  Supply Advisor to the Vietnamese Navy ñJunk Forceò while 
attached to the US Naval Advisory Group, Vietnam; Fleet Services Officer/Assistant Purchasing Officer, NSC 
Puget Sound, Bremerton, Washington; Supply Officer/Comptroller, NAS Bermuda; Special Assistant for Fi-
nance/Logistics to the Director of Ocean Engineering, NAVSEASYSCOM (included on-scene administration of 
$11 million contract for Suez Canal ship clearance operations); Director, Resource Management Division, Navy 
Accounting and Finance Center, Washington, DC; Director, Financial Control Division, SECNAV Office of Budg-
et and Reports/OPNAV Fiscal Management Division; and Fleet Supply Officer, Military Sealift Command, Wash-
ington, D.C.  This last tour included outfitting the USS COMFORT (AH-6) and the USS MERCY(AH-8), the two 
hospital ships that later saw duty in the Iraq/Afghanistan wars. 
 
After retirement from the Navy, I worked an additional ten years as a consultant supporting the Program Office 
for Intelligence Systems at the Marine Corps Research, Development and Acquisition Command (MCRDAC) at 
Quantico, Virginia.  As Project Leader, I provided daily guidance and direction to contractor personnel in the 
preparation of various integrated logistic support documentation to ensure that products delivered to MCRDAC 
met requirements.  Working for the Marine Corps at Quantico was merely a continuation of living with and sup-
porting the Department of the Navy.   
 
My wife, Joyce, and I have been married over 50 years.  We raised two wonderful children, a girl and a boy, who 
bring joy to our lives.  Since retirement, Joyce and I have dedicated what is left of our lives to live each day fully 
and to enjoy each otherôs company to the fullest.  We are especially appreciative of the opportunity to participate 
in the USS Great Sitkin annual reunions.  We consider ourselves truly blessed.    

Brief History 
 
I was born in Budapest, Hungary in October 1936.  During WWII, I lived with my 
grandparents in a small farming town that was very primitive.  Our house had no 
electricity or running water.  The ñprivyò was outdoors, a short walk from the 
house.  There were no cars or trucks.  The only form of transportation was either 
by bicycle or oxen/horse drawn wagons.  I recall vividly that the only source of 
news was the ñtown crierò who would ride his bicycle to pre-designated places in 
town and beat his snare drum.  People would come out of their houses and sur-
round him while he read the news.  It was truly a small medieval town.  During the 
early portion of the war, we had German Officers quartered in our house.  Later, 
when the Russians took the town, we had Russian Officers quartered in the 
house.   



 
ά²Ŝ ²ŜǊŜ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴέ 

ōȅ Wŀȅ όWŀȅōƛǊŘύ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ    
 

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǎǘΦ 
²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴΣ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǎǘΦ 
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ Ƴŀƴ-ƻŦ-ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝǳƴǎ ŀ ōƭŀȊƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
.ǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǊƎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŦǊƛƎƘǘΦ 

 
²Ŝ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǎŜŀǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōƻǘƘ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ 

²ƛǘƘ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ŘǳǘȅΣ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
CǊƻƳ .ŀȅƻƴƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊǝŎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΣ 
CǊƻƳ DƛǘƳƻΣ ±ƛŜǘ bŀƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƘƻǊŜǎΦ 

9ǎǇǊƛǘŜ ŘŞŎƻǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ 
ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΦ 

 
!ƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ  

ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΣ 
ƴƻ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŀǊŜΦ 

CǊƻƳ ŘǊƛƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǎǳƴǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
ƘŜǊ ŎǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ Ǝǳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘΣ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƘŜƭƭ-ƻŦ-ŀ-ŬƎƘǘΦ 

 
²Ŝ ƎŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ  

ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿƘƛǊƭΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛōŜǊǝŜǎ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǎƘƻǊŜΣ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀ ōƻǊŜΦ 
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .¢Ωǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ 9bΩǎ ǿƘƻ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ 
ǘƘŜ aa{Ωǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

¢ƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƪ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ DǳƴƴŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ƛƎƴŀƭƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘ /ǊŜǿǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ¸ŜƻƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ƘŜǊ hŶŎŜǊǎΤ /ƘƛŜŦΣ tŜǧȅ ŀƴŘ 

[ƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
 

²Ŝ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŎƪǎΣ ŎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀƛƴǘΣ ōƭŜǿ ƘŜǊ ǘǳōŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōǊŀǎǎ ǎƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǇƻǊǘΣ 

ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ƻƭŜ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ 
 

IŜǊ ƳŜǎǎ ŘŜŎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎ 
ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǎŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎΦ 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƪΣ 
ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪƘŜŀŘ ōȅ ƘŜŎƪΦ 

 
CǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ōŜƴǘ ǎŎǊŜǿΣ ǘƻ ōŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŜǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ 

ǎƘŜ ǎǝƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƘƻǳǊΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƭŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΦ 
²ƘȅΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ WƻƘƴ ²ŀȅƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΣ 

ōǳǘ ŀƭŀǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǝƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊΣ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǝƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǝƳŜǎ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀǎƘƻǊŜΦ 



Jay and his son, Chris, were 
able to ñsneakò away from the 
reunion, and they came to visit 

me in Cleveland, OH.    

.ǳǘ ǿŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ  
{ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƴΦ 
aŜƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻŀǘƘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ  

5ǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǝƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǎŜŀǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ  
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳƭǿŀǊƪǎ  

ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƅƻŀǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ 

LƳǇŜŎŎŀōƭŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Řǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǎŀǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ 

 
²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎƘƛǇƳŀǘŜǎ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ŘǳǝŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ  

ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ Φ Φ bƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ  
ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ǝƳŜǎΦ 

 
²Ŝ !w9 ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴΣ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΗ 
tǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΦ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΦ 
²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜΦ 

 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜƊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ Φ Φ Φ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{ DǊŜŀǘ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ό!9-мтύΣ  
IƻƳŜ tƻǊǘΣ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΗέ 

                                                                              ¢ǳŜōƻǊΗ  όL ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦŜƴŘΗύ          

 
 

 

My husband, Mike Hodnichak, was also the 
recipient of Jayôs kindness by receiving a 
photo of the ship and poem.  He was very  
proud of Jayôs gift..   
 
Note:  Jay superimposed a  
photo of Mike in the lower  
right-hand corner of the  
picture. 

 
 
 
 

At the Sitkin business meeting this year, a 
standing ovation was given to Jay for his 
USS Great Sitkin picture and poem.   
 
After many years of Jayôs photo being dis-
played, it was returned to him as a keep-
sake for his son, Chris.       

Jay is not only an accomplished poet, but he also excels in overlaying a picture with text from his poems.  Many 
years ago, Jay presented a large framed photo of the USS Great Sitkin with his poem, ñWe Were the Sailors of 
the Sitkinò on the shipôs picture.  Each year, George Kaiser, brought the framed photo to our reunions where we 
all had a chance to admire Jayôs artwork.                     This poem was originally printed in the 01 June 2007 newsletter.   



 

   .ŜǊƳǳŘŀΩǎ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ /ŀǾŜǎ  

 
 
 
 

.ŀȅƻƴƴŜ ǘƻ .ŜǊƳǳŘŀ /ǊǳƛǎŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΥ 
  
As of October, we have booked four cabins for the April 29, 2018 cruise from Bayonne to Bermuda.  
 
The cruise line still has interior, ocean view, and balcony cabins available.  
 
Because the block of cabins we had on hold has been released, the original prices we had locked in will likely 
change.   
 
If you would like to join us on this cruise, please contact me directly. I will then work with Celebrity to get you in-
cluded in the group and negotiate a rate. 
   
To see more about the cruise on the Celebrity website, go to:  http://tinyurl.com/z8docvt, then search for the 
ñApril 29, 2018 cruise from Bayonne to Bermuda.ò 
  
If you are interested in sharing a cabin, please contact me or post on the Great Sitkin Facebook page. I will try to 
coordinate any singles. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact me via E-mail or phone.  
  
Mike Kleinbeck, Cruise Coordinator 
 
mike.kleinbeck@gmail.com 
Mobile: 301.904.4122 
PO Box 296 
Dowell, MD 20629 

    .ŜǊƳǳŘŀ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ     .ŜǊƳǳŘŀ {ǳƴǎŜǘ /ŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ /ǊǳƛǎŜ {ƘƛǇ     

 Dƛōōǎ Iƛƭƭ 
[ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ .ŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ   

Photos from mid-50s Med Cruise 

http://tinyurl.com/z8docvt
mailto:mike.kleinbeck@gmail.com


Frank C. Peralta, SFP3 - Aboard USS Great Sitkin ó66 - ó67 
 
Date Entered Service:  21 March 1965 -  Honorably Discharged:  15 April 1969 
 
I was awarded two Honorable Discharges which include both the U.S. Marine Corps 
and the U.S. Navy.  I followed my fatherôs footsteps into the U.S. military. He served 
honorably in the U.S. Army during WWII with the famous 101st Airborne Division, 
ñScreaming Eaglesò Combat Unit. 
 
I first served in the U.S. Navy as a 3rd Class Petty Officer.  My countryôs initial service 
was from 1965 through 1969, serving on the USS Great Sitkin which cruised to the 
Gu§ntanamo Bay Naval Base (GTMO) in Cuba.  Then I served on the USS Samuel 
Gompers (AD-37) while on WestPac cruises in the Gulf of Tonkin during the U.S. in-
volvement in the Vietnam War.  I was assigned to the Navy Support Activity Unit in Da 
Nang, South Vietnam from 1965 - 1966 in the U.S. Marine Corps.  Monkey Mountain 
Facility (also known as Monkey Mountain SIGINT, Hill 621 or Panama) was a U.S. Air 
Force (USAF) and Marine base located on Soôn Tr¨ Mountain east of Da Nang.   

 !ǘ [t[ ŦƻǊ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ²ŜŜƪΣ [I±a ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ  
 ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ  ό[t[ Lǎ ŀ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

  ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΦύ       

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ {ƘŜǊƛũΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмсΦ   

Life is great!  Living the dream!      

At night, the guards would often call an alert when the macaques would ñprobeò their con-
certina perimeter defenses.  In the moonlight and through the clouds that often gathered 
around the mountain like London Fog, the Rock Apes looked like little people in gray pa-
jamas.  Since they often threw rocks at the guards, the possibility of the commotion being 
a Viet Cong grenade attack had to be taken into consideration.  Sirens, flares, and search 

lights were a common occurrence.  Why they would throw rocks at the guards or try to get through the concertina 
wire was a mystery.  We suspected the guards threw soda cans and other garbage off the hill which disturbed the 
macaques.  Itôs also possible that the compound was built on a trail that they had used to get from one side of the 
mountain to the other for generations.  Since little is known about Asian macaques, we could have had their queen 
tied up at sick bay, and they were trying to get her back.  As the years past, it was learned that under Monkey 
Mountain was a Viet Cong hospital no one knew about. 

I joined Don Diego VFW 7420 in March 1980 and was a former Commander and Jr. Vice, where I guided the postôs 
growth and development.  I continued to mentor new VFW members, organizing the donation of financial funds and 
food supplies to the San Diego USO Airport Facility to help active duty ñtransitioningò Navy and Marine Corps per-
sonnel.  In 2016, I was amongst the individual honorees that were awarded for their U.S. military service as a certi-
fied U.S. Military Vietnam Veteran.   
 
Two years ago, the Governor of California was so impressed with my long-term military and civilian achievements, 
he appointed me to the Stateôs Waterways and Voting Advisory Committee.  Last year, the Chicano Federation of 
San Diego County honored my work with the Logan Heights Veterans Memorial Committee community work.  In 
addition to my long-term commitment to my country and community, I am also a member of American Legion, Post 
2017 and the Scuttlebutt Detachment #886 of the Marine Corps League.  Last, but not least, I am an Association 
member of both the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) and the USS Samuel Gompers (AD-37). 
 
San Diego, California is where I was born in 1946.  I married Ramah Lee Peralta and together, we have three 
great, accomplished children, nine grandchildren and two great grandchildren.   

 
 

 

5ƻƴ  5ƛŜƎƻ ±C² tƻǎǘ тпнл ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎŀƴ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ  L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ   



5 Sullivan Brothers for which the USS The Sullivans (DD-537) was named 

Maid of the Mist - Niagara Falls 

2017 USS Great Sitkin Reunion in Buffalo - Welcome Reception 

Fred Gallagher, Tom Stachelski Pat Pasquarella, John Kelly Chris & Jim Stecik YŀǊŜƴ ϧ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ wƛǇǇƭŜΣ WƻŜ wƛƻǎ 

Navy & Military Park - Buffalo, NY 

Jay Bryant, Mary Glenn, Kim & Kenny Sooy 

Barbeque & 
Pool Party 

Memorial Service 
Mark Rucker 

  
Betsy Kelly - ñWayne Agee! 
 you see water in the pool, 
 and you are at it again!ò 

Our hosts, Joy & Jim Dunno Barbara Tinnes 

George & Mary Kaiser 

Fort Niagara 

John Shade, Joe Rios 

Saturday Morning - Sitkin Association Meeting  

The top five!  Rios, Stachelski, Dunno, Kaiser, Rucker 



2017 USS Great Sitkin Annual Banquet 

CǊƻƴǘΥ tΦ wǳŎƪŜǊΣ {Φ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴΣ aΦ YŀƛǎŜǊΣ  
.ŀŎƪΥ wΦ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴΣ tΦ ϧ 5Φ aŎ/ƭŀƴŜΣ DΦYŀƛǎŜǊ 

DΦ tŜǊƪƻΣ aΦ DŀƭƭŀƎƘŜǊΣ wΦ ¢ƘŜƛǎŜƴΣ aΦ /ƻƴƴŀƭƭƻƴΣ 
5Φ tŜŎƪΤ CΦ DŀƭƭŀƎƘŜǊΣ WΦ /ƻƴƴŀƭƭƻƴΣ WΦ tŜǊƪƻΣ /Φ tŜŎƪ 

CǊƻƴǘΥ  YŜƴ ϧ YƛƳ {ƻƻȅΣ aŀǊȅ DƭŜƴƴΣ [ǳŎȅ !ƎŜŜ 
.ŀŎƪΥ   WƻƘƴ DƭŜƴƴΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ !ƎŜŜ 

CǊƻƴǘΥ  WƻŜ wƛƻǎΣ WƻƘƴ {ƘŀŘŜΣ CǊŜŘ !ǇǇƭŜƎŀǘŜ  .ŀŎƪΥ  Wƻȅ 5ǳƴƴƻΣ 
WƛƳ 5ǳƴƴƻΣ 9Ř IŜǊōǎǘΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ !ǇǇƭŜƎŀǘŜ 

 ±ŜǊŀ /ŀƳǇŀΣ wŀƳŀƘ [ŜŜ tŜǊŀƭǘŀΣ CǊŀƴƪ tŜǊŀƭǘŀΣ wƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀ  tŀǘ tŀǎǉǳŀǊŜƭƭŀΣ  
 tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ 

.ƛƭƭ {ǿƛŜŎƛŎƪƛ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ /ƘŜǊȅƭ hǊǊΣ WƻƘƴ ϧ aŀǊǘƘŀ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΣ ϧ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ aŀǊƭŜŜ /ƭŀǊƪ WƻŜ {ŀǾŀŘƎŜΣ WƻŜ ¢ƘŜƛǎŜƴΣ 9Ř IŜǊōǎǘΣ ¢ƻƳ {ǘŀŎƘŜƭǎƪƛ 

[ƛƴŘŀ .ƭŀƴǎŜǧΣ YŀǊŜƴ [ŀȅǘƻƴ WŜũ [ŀȅǘƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ƭŀƴǎŜǧ YŜƴ ϧ bŀƴŎȅ /ŀǊƭǎƻƴ Wŀȅ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ 

9Ř hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

WƻȅŎŜ tŀǎȊƭȅΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ ±ŜƛǘΣ .Ŝǘǎȅ ϧ WƻƘƴ YŜƭƭȅ 
!ƭŜȄ tŀǎȊƭȅΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ϧ {ƻƴΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ ϧ tƘƛƭ ¢ƛƴƴŜǎ tŀǳƭ ϧ YŀǘƘƛŜ aŀǊǎŀƴ 

/ŀǘƘȅ ϧ aƛƪŜ YƭŜƛƴōŜŎƪ 

  YŀǊŜƴ wƛǇǇƭŜΥ   bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜ  
  άaŀŎŀǊŜƴŀέ ƛƴ  /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΗ 
                                          {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴΗ 

aŀǊƪ wǳŎƪŜǊ - {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  
ǘƻ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ aŀǊƪΣ ŦƻǊ  
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΗΗ 



USS Great Sitkin (AE1-17) Association Active Member Application & Renewal Form 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association -  Shipôs Store Order Form 

Name:       _____________________________________________ Phone:___________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________City, State, Zip:  ______________ 

Ball Caps - $15 each    All Blue   Note:  Where sizes are indicated, please circle the size/sizes you want. 

USS Great Sitkin Ball Caps (solid back)      Quantity:   ______ 

USS Great Sitkin AE17 Ball Caps (solid back)                         Quantity:   ______ 
           
Shirts:               Sizes 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Blue - $25   M  L   XL   XXL           Quantity:   ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Gray - $25  M  L   XL   XXL            Quantity:   ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Pink -  $25  S  M  L   XL         Quantity:   ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Shipôs Picture T-Shirt - $18  S  M  L  XL  XXL    Quantity:   ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Shipôs Picture Sweatshirt  $25       L   XL  XXL  Quantity:    ______ 

 
Jacket/Hoodie: 

USS Great Sitkin All Weather Hooded Zip-Front Jacket - Blue       

    (Note:  Jackets are on special order)  $45  M  L   XL   XXL     Quantity:    ______ 

Aluminum water bottles:  $10                                                      Quantity:    ______ 
                                                                                                                                                   

All prices include postage.          
Please make check or money order out to USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association  
 
All orders should be sent to:  USS Great Sitkin Association   
                                               c/o George Kaiser  
                                               311 Oak Lane 
                                               Glenolden, PA  19036                                                                                        
 
Note:  DO NOT include your ñDuesò payment in with your Ship Store Order 
          They need to be separate checks or money orders.                                                                                                                                               
 
Questions about Shipôs Store items can be E-mailed to:  ae17dc3@verizon.net 
 
DEADLINE FOR CHRISTMAS MAILING:  DECEMBER 15, 2017 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Membership:  Active Member status in the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association is open 
to all crew members.  Dues are $20.00 per year and are used to cover the cost of the newsletters, website hosting, domain name, administra-
tive and other expenses.  The membership year is 1 January through 31 December.     Membership cards will be issued to all crew members 
paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expiration date and number of years of Active Membership. 
    Payment of dues is not required to participate in any official function of the Association but is required for being an Active Member.  No-
tices pertaining to dues will be posted on the website  and in the newsletters.  Active Members must have their dues paid prior to the annual 
meeting each year in order to retain their status and eligibility to vote.  
    To become an Active Member of  the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, please complete the application form below and send it 

along with a check made payable to:   

                      USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, c/o  George Kaiser, 311 W. Oak Lane, Glenolden, PA  19036  
 

 

 Name:  _________________________________________________________     E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

 Address: ________________________________________________________     Phone: ___________________________________ 

 City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Dates Served Aboard:  ______________________________ Application Date: __________________      [    ]   New    [    ]   Renewal  

 Amount Submitted: $__________________        [    ]   2018 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2019 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2020 YR ($20.00)  

  [    ]   Please send me a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws. 

 Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Signature: ____________________________________________ 

   Shipõs Ball Caps  $15 each 
    Blue Solid Back:  Blue  

 Polo Shirts  

 Menôs and Ladies 
 Navy blue, Grey, Pink  $25 each 
 (Navy blue not shown) 

Shipõs Picture Shirts  

      T-Shirts $18 each 
      Sweat Shirts $25 each 
Back of shirt has picture,  
Front has Shipôs patch design  

      All Weather Jacket 
       Navy Blue,  $45 each 
 (Jackets are Special Order) 

Aluminum Water Bottle  
$10 each 


