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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ  
 

нлнл wŜǳƴƛƻƴΥ  {ŜǇǘΦ ф - моΣ нлнл 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 

 
²ƻǿΗ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎΗ  ! ōƛƎ 
ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΣ !ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ WƻȅŎŜΗέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻπ
ǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ 
ƻƴŜǎΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƭƻǿ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ -  ƴƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǳƴπ
ƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ ǿƘƻ 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ²ŀŎŎŀƳŀǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ǎƛŘŜΣ 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀπ
ǇƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  
.ƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅπ
ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΗ    
 
bŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎΥ  DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  LŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀǎƪ 
ƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ  
 
tŀǘ tŀǎǉǳŀǊŜƭƭŀ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎπ
ǊŀǇƘŜǊΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлнл ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ±!Φ  L ŀƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΣ hƘƛƻ ŦƻǊ нлнмΦ  
 
!ƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ  
{ŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 
  
{ƻ ŀǎ Cŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΣ ǎƻ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ 
ȅƻǳΦ  {ǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΗ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ 
 
bŜǿ ŬƴŘǎΥ  bƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ   
            
WƛƳ 5ǳƴƴƻΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŘƻƳΥ  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎπ
ōǳǊƎΗ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǎȊƭȅΩǎ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΗ  LΩƳ  ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ   

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǝƳŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ рр ǇŀƛŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлнлΦ  
 
¢ƻƳ {ǘŀŎƘŜƭǎƪƛΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   
 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  
  
9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ  
нлмф - нлнлΥ 
 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ         WƛƳ 5ǳƴƴƻ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ          ¢ƻƳ {ǘŀŎƘŜƭǎƪƛ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ         WƻǎŜǇƘ wƛƻǎ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ         DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊ 
/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΥ         aŀǊƪ wǳŎƪŜǊ   
bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ    DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊ 
 
WƻǎŜǇƘ wƛƻǎΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
  
DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ CǊƻƳ wŜǇŀƛǊ оΥ  IƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ 
ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ŀǎ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘΦ !ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ WƻȅŎŜ 
tŀǎȊƭȅ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƨƻō ǇǳǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нлмфΗ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǇπ
ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ нлнл ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ нллоΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нрǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ bƻǊπ
Ŧƻƭƪ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛǝƴŜǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ 
ƘƻǘŜƭ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǿŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴπ
ƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀƴπ
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ  Iƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛŦ L ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΚ  όtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ tŀƎŜ ммύ  
 
DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΥ  άDƻƻŘ 5ŀȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳΗέ   
 
L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊπ
ƴŜǊΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƎƻΚ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎΣ 
±! ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻō !ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ 
WƻȅŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

             01 November  2019 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association 



¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ vǳŀƴǝŎƻ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ǎƛƳǳπ
ƭŀǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ tŀǘ 
bƻǊǘƻƴ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ŀ 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƎǳƴΦ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƳŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀŘȅΗ ¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴπ
ŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ƎǊŜŀǘΦ  
 
²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
vǳŀƴǝŎƻ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ  YŀǘƘƛŜ 
aŀǊǎŀƴ ŘƛŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻō ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
bŀǾȅ IȅƳƴΣ ά9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ CŀǊǘƘŜǊέ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 
ƅǳǘŜΦ {ƻ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΗ 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
ǎƘƛǇƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΥ 
 
   άIŀǾŜ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǝƻƴǎΚ  
     Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΚ  
     ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΤ  
     ¢ŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  
     /ŀƴ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎƻ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ  
     ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎƻǊǊƻǿǎ ǎƘŀǊŜΚ  
     WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΤ  
     ¢ŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦέ  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŏƻƴǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜπ
ƻƴŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘΦ 
 
²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά{ŜŜ ȅŀΩ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ  
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ 

ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ƛǘƪƛƴΦ 
 
aŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ .ƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ YŜŜǇ ¸ƻǳΦ 
 
IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭƭ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΥ 
 
   wƻōŜǊǘ aΦ /ƭŀǊƪΣ .¢оΣ Ψсф - Ψто 
   /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²Φ wƻǎǎΣ wa/Σ Ψсл - Ψсн 
 
aŀǊƪ wǳŎƪŜǊΣ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ 
 
/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ   
 
Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎΚ   
 
L ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ άǝƳŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴΦέ  
L ƭƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ aƛƪŜΣ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ   
 
DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ  DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{ 
DǊŜŀǘ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ό!9-мтύ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻŶŎŜǊ ŀǘ мф ȅŜŀǊǎΗ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀũƻǊŘŜŘ ƳŜΦ  {ŀƛƭƻǊǎΥ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƘƛƳ 
ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƻǎΣ bŀǾŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ƛǘƪƛƴΦ  
 
tŀǘ tŀǎǉǳŀǊŜƭƭŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛƊŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ 
ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
{ƛǘƪƛƴ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ 
ƭƛƪŜ άƎƻƭŘΦέ  ! ōƛƎ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ WƛƳ 

5ǳƴƴƻΣ ƻǳǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀπ
ǎƻƴǎΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢ƻƳ {ǘŀŎƘŜƭǎƪƛΣ ŀ ōƛƎ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ t/ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ WƻŜ wƛƻǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ƪƛƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ aŀǊƪ wǳŎƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
ǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘȅπ
ƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ 
ŀƭƭΣ wƻƴ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ 
άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΗ     
 
aȅ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
¦{{ ²ŀŎŎŀƳŀǿ ό!h-млфύ - ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΗΗ   
 
[ŀǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǝƳŜǎΗ  нт ȅŜŀǊǎΗΗ 
 
5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ IƻŘƴƛŎƘŀƪΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǝƳŜΗ  CǊŜŘ DŀƭƭŀƎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
WƛƳ 5ǳƴƴƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ άƘŀƳƳƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ 
 
 

   

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Membership:  Active Member status in the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association is 
open to all crew members.  Dues are $20.00 per year and are used to cover the cost of the newsletters, website hosting, domain name, ad-
ministrative and other expenses.  The membership year is 1 January through 31 December.     Membership cards will be issued to all crew 
members paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expiration date and number of years of Active Membership. 
    Payment of dues is not required to participate in any official function of the Association but is required for being an Active Mem-
ber.  Notices pertaining to dues will be posted on the website  and in the newsletters.  Active Members must have their dues paid prior to 
the annual meeting each year in order to retain their status and eligibility to vote.  
    To become an Active Member of  the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, please complete the application form below and send it 

along with a check made payable to:   

                      USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, c/o  George Kaiser, 311 W. Oak Lane, Glenolden, PA  19036  
 Name:  _________________________________________________________     E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

 Address: ________________________________________________________     Phone: ___________________________________ 

 City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Dates Served Aboard:  ______________________________ Application Date: __________________      [    ]   New    [    ]   Renewal  

 Amount Submitted: $__________________        [    ]   2020 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2021 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2022 YR ($20.00)  

  [    ]   Please send me a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws. 

 Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Signature: ____________________________________________ 



¦Φ{Φ{Φ DǊŜŀǘ {ƛǘƪƛƴ ό!9-мтύ  

 

ñBlue Water Navyò and Agent Orange 
 

The rules have changed!  DO  NOT automatically assume that service aboard the USS Great Sitkin (AE-
17) during the 1968 WestPac deployment qualifies you to possible entitlements!  Read CAREFULLY the 
article provided belowé.  It is printed here to provide you with information below only. 
 
[26 Jun 2019, from Military.com | By Patricia Kime 
 
   Veterans with one of 14 diseases presumed to be related to the herbicide Agent Orange and who 
served offshore or in the specified areas of the DMZ, can now file a disability claim with the Department 
of Veterans to receive benefits, thanks to a law enacted June 25. 
 
   H.R. 299 extends disability compensation to personnel who served off the coast of the Republic of Vi-
etnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975. It specifies that veterans must have served on a ship not 
more than 12 nautical miles off the coast. The expanse of territorial water covered begins on the south-
western demarcation line of Vietnam and Cambodia and runs through several points spelled out in the 
law. 
 
According to Congress and the Department of Veterans Affairs, an estimated 90,000 veterans may be 
eligible for benefits under the law. 
 
Those eligible include veterans with one or more of the presumptive diseases whose claims were previ-
ously denied. It also includes those with new claims. 
 
If a veteran is not sure where their vessel was located, but they have one of the associated diseases, 
they should file a claim anyway -- and do it as soon as possible, according to John Wells, an attorney 
with Military-Veterans Advocacy. 
 
If a veteran has previously been denied and needs help appealing their claim, they can get assistance 
from an accredited veteranôs service organization. 
 
Help is also available through the National Veterans Legal Services Program by email:  
bluewater2019@nvlsp.org or by phone, 855-333-0677.] 
 
   The KEY is checking the details of H.R. 299 and the ñthrough several points spelled out in the law.ò Fortunate-
ly, years ago we had donations from shipmates to procure ñOfficial Copiesò of the Shipôs Deck Logs for the Vi-
etnam Cruise.  They are posted in the Associationôs Web Site, Crewôs Lounge section, 1968 Deck Logs book.  
The Deck Log shows that on Sunday, 21 July 1968, the U.S.S. GREAT  SITKIN (AE-17) was anchored in Cam 
Ranh Bay, Republic of Vietnam, to perform cargo transfer.  
  
    Being familiar with helping veterans obtain disability ratings and possible compensation from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, my STRONG advice is to NOT apply directly to the VA yourself.  The paper work can be 
tricky and ANY mistake could possible turn your claim into a denial.    Seek the assistance of a qualified Service 
Officer.  Most states have either a State or County Accredited Service Officer.  If you need help or guidance, 
please give me a call - 772-342-3439 
 
Ron Zimmerman Sr. 



 

 
 
 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Memorial Plaque 
Located at the U.S. Navy Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 
Dedicated 9.6.12  Position One on B-25 



 
A Sitkin Birthday Tale  

 
I mentioned in one of my earlier ñtalesò that playing jokes on each other was a way of life in the Ward-
room.  It brought humor and a pleasant change in the otherwise routine working environment.  This is 
a short story about a joke that was played on me by the entire Wardroom.  It was so diabolical and 
well executed that I had to admire the perpetrator(s).   
 
Our ship was berthed at the pier at the Navy Supply Center in Bayonne.  It was my birthday in Octo-
ber.  One of the guys from the Wardroom came up to me early in the afternoon and wished me 
ñHappy Birthday.ò  He told me that the ñguysò in the Wardroom wanted to give me a small surprise 
birthday party at the Officers Club after liberty call.  He asked me not to spoil the surprise party by 
showing up late.  I thanked him and told him ñI will be there!ò   
 
I could not help but think how nice these guys were.  It really made me feel good that they thought 
enough of me to get together for a ñsurpriseò birthday celebration.  Consequently, I showed up at the 
Club, on time, to meet all the Officers waiting for me.  They were already drinking.  Everyone came up 
to wish me ñHappy Birthday.ò  We all had a couple of drinks and enjoyed ourselves.  After a while, as 
if on cue, they came up to me one by one and again wished me ñHappy Birthdayò and left. 
 
Since it was my Birthday Party, I felt I had to stay until everyone left.  As the last guy left, I went to get 
my cover (hat) and started for the door.  Just as I was about to walk out the door, the bartender yelled 
at me:  ñSir, you forgot to pay the bill!ò 
          Alex Paszly 
 

Docked in Bayonne, NJ, New York Harbor - July 1966 



Pat Norton, Carl Peck - ISMT 

 
 

Welcome Reception in Fredericksburg, Virginia   9/11/19 - 9/15/19 

 

Quantico Marine Corps Base, National Museum of the Marine Corps 

 

 

USS Great Sitkin Welcome Reception 

Fred & Sharon Applegate 

 

Ed OôBrien & Sally Eberhardt Joyce & Alex Paszly 

Tom Ewing, Sharon Whitford, Dolores Ewing 

Richard & Renee Milota Kathy & Paul OôMara 

Joe Savadge, Ray Bryant, Bill Swiecicki, Tom Stachelski Jim Dunno, Ron Campa 

Sharon Whitford, Cathy Kleinbeck, Dolores Ewing 

Fredericksburg Hospitality House  

Joe, Rosanne Theisen Mary & Jim Connallon Richard Milota, Bob & Nancy Hanson 

Mark Rucker - ISMT 

Don McClane - ISMT 

 National Museum - Marines 

Tom Stachelski - 
ISMT 

Jim Dunno - ISMT 



 

 

Tom Stachelski Marie Gallagher - ISMT 

Lewis Pridmore in the VCCT 

 

Renee & Richard Milota,  
Ed Herbst and David Ohms 

Iron Mike 

Don & Patti McClane 

Bill & Julie Guhl 

David Ohms - ISMT Kenny Sooy - ISMT 

David Ohms - in the VCCT John Shade, Mathilda Miller 

Ray & Karen Bryant 

Chris Blansett - ISMT 

Sikorsky UH-34D 

Joyce Paszly - VCCT 


