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From the President:  

Well it finally has warmed up and with that 
comes the month of June and graduation time.  We 
have had one granddaughter graduate from Wright 
State and one granddaughter graduate from High 
school and Columbus State at the same time. Oh, 
and don’t forget all the friends she played volley-
ball with for the last 8 years are also graduating. 
Now the little grandkids are into softball. Good 
thing there is a 5-run rule or we would be there all 
night. But hey, it’s our grandkids and we go 
through a lot to watch them grow up. 

Along with the month of June comes the last 
newsletter before the reunion. I have 14 coming so 
far, and the cutoff date is August 6th. So think 
about sending in your registration ASAP.  

Just another reminder to let us know if you 
move, change e-mails, or phone numbers. This may 
seems a little crazy but seriously think about com-
ing this year...We have all had our shots (sounds 
like what you would say about your dog). Joe is 
covering the part about election of officers, so I 
will leave that alone. 

See you in September, 
Jim Dunno, President 

Secretary’s Report: 

       My report will be short and sweet this month. 
In 1963, l enlisted in the Navy. I went to boot 

camp at Great Lakes, Illinois. I’m also celebrating 
my 79th birthday this year. I’m having a family 
reunion after skipping a couple of years. Although 
the family calls me “The Godfather,” you can relax 
because I’ve gotten out of that “business.” My 
daughter Jessica was kind enough to take down 
notes throughout the years and she wrote this book 
for the family. Although it is not on the best seller 
list, it does makes people laugh from time to time. 

I’m also having a graduation since I never 
went to my graduation ceremony in 1963. My 
brother was kind enough to re-issue my diploma, 
and I gave him the honorary title of principal of 
Morris High School in the Bronx. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everybody at the 
next reunion. Don’t forget, we will elect new offic-
ers in September. In the meantime, please stay safe 
and I’ll see you in Ohio. 

Please take care and smooth sailing.  Your 
shipmate, 
Joseph Rios, Secretary 

 Chaplain’s Corner: 

 Our oldest granddaughter was just married a 
couple of weeks ago. Its’s hard to believe she’s that 
old. It’s hard to believe I am that old! She has a 
good job, and her husband is finishing law school. 

Thought I would share these wonderful scrip-
tures with you. 

Rom. 8: 35-39 Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or per-
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Let us keep in our prayers those families who 
have lost a loved one who sailed aboard the Great 
Sitkin. 

May the Lord Bless and Keep You. 
Mark Rucker, Chaplain 
 
 

Joe Rios, the “real” Godfather? 



 

 

From Repair 3: 

I’m going to depart from my usual asso-
ciation chatter and start off with a memory 
that might fit into a “sea story” category. I 
enlisted in the Navy Reserve right out of 
high school, 1 July 1968. At that point in 
time, reservists went to boot camp right 
away, which I did from 16 September to 14 
November 1968. After basic, we came home 
and attended weekly meetings at our local 
reserve center from 1800 to 2200. That went 
on until 16 September 1969, when I started 
the 2-year active duty portion of my 6-year 
obligation.  I had no idea what ship I was 
going to be assigned to. My first duty station 
was Naval Damage Control Training Center 
Philadelphia for Damage Controlman “A” 
School. That meant I was going to be a Navy 
Fireman. I graduated from DC “A” school 
on 8 November 1969 with orders to report to 
USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) in Bayonne, New 
Jersey on 21 November. Now I was one year 
out of basic; most of the Naval protocol stuff 
we had drummed into us was a year old. I 
had no idea what to do or how to do it once I 
got to Great Sitkin. 

Pulling up to the ship at MOTBY, I en-
countered a large, gray freighter, almost ex-
pecting to see Humphrey Bogart walking the 
deck. So, seabag over my shoulder, I walked 
up the gangway, got to, um , lets see, the 
“Quarterdeck,” and encountered EMCS 
Kerfien, OOD. Great, do I salute the ensign 
first, or the OOD first?  I must’ve done it 
right, because the Senior Chief said 
“welcome aboard.” As I handed him my 
orders, walking up to the Quarterdeck is a 
CAPTAIN? Before I can salute him, Senior 
Chief greats Captain E P Hermann with 
“Good Morning Skipper!” And with that, my 
18 months on the old gray lady began. 

  I was put into “R” Division, a motley 
crew of sailors who had quite a similarity to 
a bunch of pirates. But within days I realized 
I was going to be working with best bunch 
of shipmates boot camp never taught me 
about! I quickly immersed myself into the 
duties and responsibilities of my rate. One of 
those jobs was caretaker for After Repair 3. 
With the help and guidance of my two dam-
age control shipmates, Fred Applegate and 
Gary Miller, I was getting the job done. 
About my fourth day aboard, I met with my 
division officer, Damage Control Assistant, 
LTJG David Bull. I was able to recall 
enough of my basic training officer protocols 
to make what I perceived to be a good im-
pression, because on 1 January 1970 when I 
had to transfer to Supply Division to start my 
required 3 months of mess duty, Mr. Bull 
allowed me to retain the Repair 3 duty I was 
having so much fun with. Mr. Bull left Great 
Sitkin for another ship on 31 March 1970.  

 

I was on Great Sitkin until 31 July 1971, 
when I completed my active duty and re-
turned to the reserve meeting cycle until 
1974. I got married, worked for the family 
service station business, went back into the 
reserves in 1976 and stayed for 24 more 
years. My Great Sitkin days were a distant, 
foggy, memory until 1998, when I received a 
postcard from Mike Weeks. Mike was engi-
neering log room Yeoman on Great Sitkin 
the same time I was. The card read, 
“If this is George Kaiser from USS Great 
Sitkin, please contact me. If not, have a nice 
day!”  

And the rest is history. Over the past 25 
years, thanks to our USS Great Sitkin Asso-
ciation, I’ve been able to spend time with 
shipmates not only from my 2 years, but 
with guys from the whole 28 years the ship 
was in commission. But out of all the crew, 
I’ve only met up with 2 Damage Control-
men: Walt Carlson from 1953, and my old 
buddy Fred Applegate. That was true right 
up until this past January.  

I received a dues application from LTJG 
Bull. Mr. Bull, my first Division Officer! I 
called him right away, and we talked for an 
hour. One thing I did remember was from 
Basic was you never call an officer by their 
first name. I’m working on it.  

You know the saying “You can never go 
back” when it comes to past life experienc-
es? Well, last month on Royal Caribbean’s 
Liberty of the Seas, I did indeed go back. 
Yes, when Mary and I sailed out of ex-
MOTBY to Bermuda on the 2023 Great 
Sitkin “Shipmates Cruise” with Mister…
er…. Dave Bull and his friend Karen. And 
for 5 days, we did indeed, go back.  

See y’all in Cincinnati! Let’s all go back 
to our Great Sitkin days!  
 
George Kaiser, Treasurer 
 

Vice President’s Report: 

As of June 23, we have 59 members 
who are current on their 2023 dues. Please 
remember to send in your dues for this year. 
The August deadline for the ship's reunion is 
fast approaching. Prevent FOMO by submit-
ting your registration, today!  
 
Tom Stachelski, Vice President 

Liberty Call Through the Years! 

 

Honor Roll Update: 
 

Raymond E. Dornsife 
Walter S. Tvedt 

George Kaiser and Mr. (er. David) 
Bull in Bermuda  

 




